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OPPORTUNITIES

The DOT site visit reports and the AAPA survey indicate a host of
potential access problems. Road access to many ports is good or
adequate, but congestion is a growing problem. Will these already-
congested routes be able to handle the increased cargo projected for
the next three decades? Shifting more traffic onto the railroads may
ease some problems, but many ports are served by rail lines that
intersect many local streets at grade, which also results in congestion
for motorists. In addition, because much of the international cargo
entering the seaports is headed for the local area, particularly at East
Coast ports, a substantial amount of truck traffic over local roads
will always be necessary. Increased rail service, however, does appear
to offer promise for the long run in reducing demands placed on the
highway system. Many ports appear to have resolved their access
problems to allow service by double-stack trains, but problems still
exist at some East Coast ports and the resolution of at-grade rail
highway crossings at many ports is required.

Ports have identified a variety of strategies for solving their land-
side access problems; they include developing dedicated freight corri-
dors from the port terminals to major highways and railheads, relying
more heavily on rail service on or near terminals to reduce the need
for drayage, developing inland ports, and relying more on barge
movements for shipping containers to other coastal cities or
terminals.

Dedicated Freight Corridors

Of the 54 respondents to the AAPA survey, about one-fourth believed
that practicable options exist for rail-truck corridors (Table 3-2).
Among the dedicated freight corridors under consideration, the corri-
dor being planned for the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach is the
most ambitious (Hicks 1991). The San Pedro Bay ports are served by
three railroads, each of which has many at-grade roadway crossings.
The corridor would consolidate the rail service onto one line that
would connect the ports to the major railheads serving the Los An-
geles area. In addition, road access from the ports to major highways
requires using facilities of inadequate design. Therefore, the proposed
corridor would also develop a 24-mi parallel roadway that would be